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(57) ABSTRACT

A quick-release device for use on a bicycle includes a lever, an
axle rotatably received in the lever, a shaft extending through
the axle, a force device sleeved on the shaft, at least one spring
sleeved on the shaft and a nut screwed onto the shaft. The axle
includes an indentation defined therein and a first abutment
formed on a bottom of the indentation. The shaft includes a
shank and a head formed one end of the shank such that a
second abutment is formed between the shank and the head.
The head is received and engaged in the indentation such that
the shank can not be rotated relative to the axle and the
connected of the quick-quick device in promoted.

18 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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QUICK-RELEASE DEVICE FOR USE ON A
BICYCLE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a quick-release device, and
more particularly to a quick-release device that is provided
for used on a bicycle.

2. Description of Related Art

A conventional quick-release device (1) for use on a
bicycle in accordance with the prior art shown in FIG. 1
comprises a threaded rod (2), two springs (3) respectively
sleeved on the threaded rod (2) and a nut (4) screwed onto a
first end of the threaded rod (2). A presser (5) and a block (6)
are sequentially sleeved on the threaded rod (2), wherein the
two springs (3) respectively abut against the nut (4) and the
presser (5). A lever (8) is pivotally connected to a second end
of the threaded rod (2). The lever (8) includes an eccentrical
hole (7) defined in a pivot end thereof to form a cam (not
numbered), wherein the cam abuts against the block (6). An
axle (9) is pivotally received in the eccentrical hole (7) and the
threaded rod (2) is screwed into the axle (9).

As described above, the threaded rod (2) and the axle (9) of
the conventional quick-release device (A) are connected to
each other by spiral. However, the bicycle may cause vibra-
tion during riding passing a rough ground. As time passes, the
connection between the axle (9) and the threaded rod (2) may
be weakened due to the vibration from the bicycle. Moreover,
the threaded rod (2) may be detached from the axle (9). As a
result, the conventional quick-release device (A) may be dis-
assembled. It is very dangerous when riding the bicycle.

The present invention has arisen to mitigate and/or obviate
the disadvantages of the conventional quick-release device

M.
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The main objective of the present invention is to provide an
improved quick-release device that can overcome the vibra-
tion from a riding bicycle.

To achieve the objective, the quick-release device in accor-
dance with the present invention comprises a lever including
through hole laterally and eccentrically defined in one end
thereofto form a cam thereon, and a groove defined in the cam
and communicating with the through hole. An axle is rotat-
ably received in the through hole in the lever. The axle
includes a through hole diametrically defined therein. An
indentation is radially defined in the axle and communicates
with the through hole in the axle, wherein the indentation
communicates with the groove when the axle is rotatably
received in the through hole in the lever. A first abutment is
formed on a bottom of the indentation. A shaft extends
through the axle. The shaft includes a shank and a head
integrally formed on a first end of the shank such that a second
abutment is formed between the shank and the head. The
shank sequentially extends through the indentation and the
through hole in the axle to make the head positioned in the
indentation, and the first abutment and the second abutment
abut each other. A force device is sleeved on the shank and
includes a curved groove defined therein for partially receiv-
ing the cam. A spring is sleeved on the shank and compres-
sively abutting the force device. A nut is screwed onto a
second end of the shank.

The head (32) is integrally formed on the shank (31) and
held in the indentation (22) in the axle (20) such that the
connection between the axle (20) and the shaft (30) is
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enhanced. In addition, the head (32) would not be departed
from the shank (31) due to the vibration form the moving
bicycle such that the quick-release device can promote the
safety during riding bicycle when being mounted onto a
bicycle.

Further benefits and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent after a careful reading of the detailed
description with appropriate reference to the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an exploded perspective view of a conventional
quick-release device in accordance with the prior art;

FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of a quick-release
device in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a quick-release device in
accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 4 is a side cross-sectional view of the quick-release
device in FI1G. 3

FIG. 5 is a top cross-sectional view of the quick-release
device in FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of a second embodiment of the
quick-release device in accordance with the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 7 is a side cross-sectional view of the quick-release
device in FIG. 6;

FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view of a third embodi-
ment of the quick-release device in accordance with the
present invention; and

FIG. 9 is a partially cross-sectional view of the quick-
release device in FIG. 8.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

Referring to the drawings and initially to FIGS. 2-4, a
quick-release device (100) for use on a bicycle in accordance
with the present invention comprises lever (10), an axle (20)
rotatably received in the lever (10), a shaft (30) extending
through the axle (20), a force device (40) sleeved on the shaft
(30), atleast one spring (50) sleeved on the shaft (30) and anut
(60) screwed onto the shaft (30). In the preferred embodiment
of the present invention, there are two springs (50) respec-
tively sleeved on the shaft (30).

The lever (10) has a through hole (11) laterally and eccen-
trically defined in one end thereof to formed a cam (111)
thereon. A groove (12) is defined in the cam (111) and com-
municates with the through hole (11).

The axle (20) is rotatably received in the through hole (11)
in the lever (10) and includes a through hole (21) diametri-
cally defined therein. An indentation (22) is radially defined
in the axle (20) and communicates with the through hole (21)
in the axle (20), wherein the indentation (22) communicates
with the groove (12) when the axle (20) is rotatably received
in the through hole (11). A first abutment (221) is formed on
a bottom of the indentation (22).

The shaft (30) includes a shank (31) and a head (32) inte-
grally formed on a first end of the shank (31) such that a
second abutment (321) is formed between the shank (31) and
the head (32), wherein the head (32) complementally corre-
sponds to the indentation (22). A threaded portion (311) is
formed on a second end of the shank (31). The shank (31)
sequentially extends through the indentation (22) and the
through hole (21) in the axle (20), and the head (32) is held in
the indentation (22) to make the second abutment (321) and
the first abutment (221) abut each other. As a result, the shank
(31) can not be rotated relative to the axle (20).
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The force device (40) includes a block (42) and a fastener
(41) sequentially sleeved on the shank (31). The fastener (41)
includes a series of teeth (411) radially formed on a first side
thereof and a recess (412) centrally defined in a second side
thereof. A T-shaped hole (413) is centrally defined in the first
side of the fastener (41) and communicates with the recess
(412) to allow the shank (31) extending through the fastener
(41). The T-shaped hole (413) has a first section and a second
section, wherein first section has a diameter greater than that
of the second section such that a shoulder (414) is formed in
the fastener (41). The block (42) is partially received in the
recess (412) in the fastener (41). A curved groove (421) is
defined in one side of the block (42) for partially receiving the
cam (111). A central hole (422) is defined in and extends
through the block (42) such that the shank (31) extends
through the block (42) via the central hole (422).

The nut (60) has a recess (61) centrally defined in one side
thereof and a threaded hole (62) centrally defined in a bottom
of'the recess (61) in the nut (60). The spring (50) is sleeved on
the shank (31) and abuts against the bottom of the shoulder
(414) when the quick-release device (100) in accordance with
the present invention has only one spring (50). However, the
two springs (50) are respectively sleeved on the shank (31)
and compressively abut against the shoulder (414) and the
bottom of the recess (61) in the nut (60) when the quick-
release device (100) in accordance with the present invention
includes two springs (50). The threaded portion (311) is
crewed into the threaded hole (62).

As described above, the head (32) is integrally formed on
the shank (31) and held in the indentation (22) in the axle (20)
such that the connection between the axle (20) and the shaft
(30) is enhanced. In addition, the head (32) would not be
departed from the shank (31) due to the vibration form the
moving bicycle such that the quick-release device can pro-
mote the safety during riding bicycle when being mounted
onto a bicycle.

With reference to FIGS. 6 and 7 that shown a second
embodiment of the quick-release device (200) in accordance
with the present invention, in this embodiment, the shank (31)
further includes at least one annular groove (312) defined
therein for positioning a distal end (51) of the at least one
spring (50).

With reference to FIGS. 8 and 9 that show a third embodi-
ment of the quick-release device (300) in accordance with the
present invention, in this embodiment, the axle (20) further
includes two threaded holes (23) respectively centrally
defined in two opposite sides of the axle (20), wherein each
threaded hole (23) laterally communicates with the indenta-
tion (22) and has a bolt (70) screwed therein. The bolts (70)
are rotated and extend to secure the head (32) of the shaft (30)
for promoting the connection between the axle (20) and the
shaft (30).

Although the invention has been explained in relation to its
preferred embodiment, it is to be understood that many other
possible modifications and variations can be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as here-
inafter claimed.

What is claimed is:

1. A quick-release device for use on a bicycle, comprising:

a lever including through hole laterally and eccentrically

defined in one end thereof to form a cam thereon, and a
groove defined in the cam and communicating with the
through hole;

an axle rotatably received in the through hole in the lever,

the axle including a through hole diametrically defined
therein, an indentation radially defined in the axle and
communicating with the through hole in the axle,

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

wherein the indentation communicates with the groove
when the axle is rotatably received in the through hole in
the lever, a first abutment formed on a bottom of the
indentation;

a shaft extending through the axle, the shaft including a
shank and a head integrally formed on a first end of the
shank such that a second abutment is formed between
the shank and the head, the shank sequentially extending
through the indentation and the through hole in the axle
to make the head positioned in the indentation, and the
first abutment and the second abutment abutting each
other;

a force device sleeved on the shank and including a curved
groove defined therein for partially receiving the cam;
and

a spring sleeved on the shank and compressively abutting
the force device.

2. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the force device includes a block and a fastener sequentially
sleeved on the shank, wherein:

the fastener includes series of teeth radially formed on a
first side thereof and a recess centrally defined in a
second side thereof, a T-shaped hole centrally defined in
the first side of the fastener and communicating with the
recess to allow the shank extending through the fastener,
the T-shaped hole having a first section and a second
section, wherein the first section has a diameter greater
than that of the second section such that a shoulder is
formed in the fastener, the spring abutting against the
shoulder; and

the block is partially received in the recess in the fastener
and the curved groove is defined in the block opposite to
the fastener, a central hole defined in and extending
through the block such that the shank extending through
the block via the central hole.

3. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the shank includes an annular groove defined therein for
positioning a distal end of the spring.

4. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 1, wherein
the axle includes two threaded holes respectively centrally
defined in two opposite sides of the axle, wherein each
threaded hole laterally communicates with the indentation
and has a bolt screwed therein, the bolts rotated and extend to
secure the head of the shaft for promoting the connection
between the axle and the shaft.

5. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the shank includes an annular groove defined therein for
positioning a distal end of the spring.

6. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 2, wherein
the axle includes two threaded holes respectively centrally
defined in two opposite sides of the axle, wherein each
threaded hole laterally communicates with the indentation
and has a bolt screwed therein, the bolts rotated and extend to
secure the head of the shaft for promoting the connection
between the axle and the shaft.

7. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 3, wherein
the axle includes two threaded holes respectively centrally
defined in two opposite sides of the axle, wherein each
threaded hole laterally communicates with the indentation
and has a bolt screwed therein, the bolts rotated and extend to
secure the head of the shaft for promoting the connection
between the axle and the shaft.

8. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 5, wherein
the axle includes two threaded holes respectively centrally
defined in two opposite sides of the axle, wherein each
threaded hole laterally communicates with the indentation
and has a bolt screwed therein, the bolts rotated and extend to
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secure the head of the shaft for promoting the connection
between the axle and the shaft.

9. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 1 further
comprising a nut screwed onto a second end of the shank.

10. A quick-release device for use on a bicycle, compris-
ing:

a lever including through hole laterally and eccentrically
defined in one end thereof to form a cam thereon, and a
groove defined in the cam and communicating with the
through hole;

an axle rotatably received in the through hole in the lever,
the axle including a through hole diametrically defined
therein, an indentation radially defined in the axle and
communicating with the through hole in the axle,
wherein the indentation communicates with the groove
when the axle is rotatably received in the through hole in
the lever, a first abutment formed on a bottom of the
indentation;

a shaft extending through the axle, the shaft including a
shank and a head integrally formed on a first end of the
shank such that a second abutment is formed between
the shank and the head, the shank sequentially extending
through the indentation and the through hole in the axle
to make the head positioned in the indentation, and the
first abutment and the second abutment abutting each
other;

a force device sleeved on the shank and including a curved
groove defined therein for partially receiving the cam;

a spring sleeved on the shank.

11. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 10,
wherein the force device includes a block and a fastener
sequentially sleeved on the shank, wherein:

the fastener includes series of teeth radially formed on a
first side thereof and a recess centrally defined in a
second side thereof, a T-shaped hole centrally defined in
the first side of the fastener and communicating with the
recess to allow the shank extending through the fastener,
the T-shaped hole having a first section and a second
section, wherein the first section has a diameter greater
than that of the second section such that a shoulder is
formed in the fastener, the a corresponding one of the
two springs abutting against the shoulder; and

the block is partially received in the recess in the fastener
and the curved groove is defined in the block opposite to
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the fastener, a central hole defined in and extending
through the block such that the shank extending through
the block via the central hole.

12. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 10,
wherein the shank includes two annular grooves defined
therein for positioning a distal end of each of the two springs.

13. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 10,
wherein the axle includes two threaded holes respectively
centrally defined in two opposite sides of the axle, wherein
each threaded hole laterally communicates with the indenta-
tion and has a bolt screwed therein, the bolts rotated and
extend to secure the head of the shaft for promoting the
connection between the axle and the shaft.

14. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the shank includes two annular grooves defined
therein for positioning a distal end of each of the two springs.

15. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 11,
wherein the axle includes two threaded holes respectively
centrally defined in two opposite sides of the axle, wherein
each threaded hole laterally communicates with the indenta-
tion and has a bolt screwed therein, the bolts rotated and
extend to secure the head of the shaft for promoting the
connection between the axle and the shaft.

16. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 12,
wherein the axle includes two threaded holes respectively
centrally defined in two opposite sides of the axle, wherein
each threaded hole laterally communicates with the indenta-
tion and has a bolt screwed therein, the bolts rotated and
extend to secure the head of the shaft for promoting the
connection between the axle and the shaft.

17. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 14,
wherein the axle includes two threaded holes respectively
centrally defined in two opposite sides of the axle, wherein
each threaded hole laterally communicates with the indenta-
tion and has a bolt screwed therein, the bolts rotated and
extend to secure the head of the shaft for promoting the
connection between the axle and the shaft.

18. The quick-release device as claimed in claim 10 further
comprising a nut screwed onto a second end of the shank,
wherein the two springs respectively compressively abut
against the force device and the nut.
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